HRTC Tenant Tree Maintenance Policy 2026
Tenant Tree Maintenance Policy 2026

This policy is to be used alongside the allotment Tenancy Agreement. 
1. Established fruit trees and bushes, must not be taller than the specified height of 2.5 metres being maintained at a height and canopy spread of no more than 2.5 metres.
Guidance for tree planting applications is as follows:
Apples - on rootstocks M27 Extremely dwarfing, M9 Dwarfing and M26 Dwarfing only
Pears – dwarfing or semi-dwarfing only e.g. on quince rootstocks ‘C’ and ‘A’.
Plums, Gages and Damsons – dwarfing or semi-dwarfing only e.g. ‘Pixy’ and ‘St Julien A’ .
Cherries – dwarfing or semi-dwarfing only.

Non-soft fruit bearing trees are NOT permitted.
1. This includes and is not limited to; nut (e.g. hazel and walnut), hedging/shrubbery (e.g. privet and laurel) and inedible fruit bearing species (e.g. pyracantha and dogwood).
2. No timber species of trees are permitted to be grown on plots, these include and are not limited to, Ash, Birches and Willows.
3. Failure to prune back trees where permitted will result in a non-cultivation notice.
4. A tree planting application form must be completed and submitted to Hebden Royd Town Council before any trees are planted. 
5. You must make the Council aware of any personal issues that may prevent you from fulfilling the maintenance requirements of trees on your plot. 
6. The Tenant must seek permission from the Council for the removal of any tree within their allocated allotment plot. The Council reserves the right to refuse such applications should the reason for removal not be of ecological value or for the benefit of health and safety. 
7. The Council reserves the right to remove any tree from within any allotment garden should a health and safety risk be identified. 
8. The Tenant must ensure that trees are kept to not encroach on neighbouring plots and footpaths. 
9. Tenants must maintain their trees in accordance with The Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012 and seek permission from Hebden Royd Town Council for works where required. 
10. Any works carried out for the maintenance of trees by the Council on individual plots may result in a fee being sought from the Tenant.
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