Hebden Royd Town Council – Inspections, Warnings, Termination and Appeal Policy 2026

1) Inspections 
a) Allotment plots will be inspected twice annually by an officer of the Council as a minimum.
b) Inspections will follow the expected standards outlined within the Tenancy Agreement, the HRTC Cultivation Standards Policy provides more information on these standards.
c) Monthly Health and Safety plot inspections and a quarterly site inspection will be undertaken, any issues highlighted will be communicated with Tenants to resolve.
d) Inspections follow the relevant Allotment Acts Legislation
e) This document is informed by the NAS Policy Document 107. Use of Land Designated Allotments for Other Forms of Gardening

2) Warnings 
a) Where plots are deemed un-worked, a Non-Cultivation Notice will be issued. 
b) This initial warning will state that the Tenant is in breach of the cultivation rule of their tenancy agreement. 
c) Details will be given regarding the issues highlighted in the Non-Cultivation Notice.
d) Tenants are to respond within 14 days with either mitigating circumstances that explains the poor cultivation and/or a workplan with agreeable timeframe (14 days are advised) as to when the issue(s) will be resolved.
e) If after the mitigating circumstances timeframe has passed and the cultivation remains as poor, or the action plan isn’t being followed or no response has been received to the first warning, a final warning will be sent. 
f) The final warning will set out exactly what is expected of the plot holder and should set a reasonable time limit for the works to be completed, 14 days as standard.
g) The final warning letter will state that if the plot holder fails to complete these expected works, then a notice to quit may be supplied.
h) Once the time required in the final notice has passed and the Tenant has failed to sufficiently bring their plot up to a reasonable level of cultivation, then the Committee/Council will supply a 1 month notice to quit.
i) Non-Cultivation Notices will remain on file for 6 years, then are archived.



3) Termination 
a) If the Land is required by the Council for any purpose (not being the use of the land for agriculture) for which it was acquired by the Council or has been appropriated under any statutory provision after three months’ notice in writing to the Tenant except in case of emergency.
b) On non-payment of rent for twenty-eight days after the same shall have become due (whether formally demanded or not) or if the Tenant breaks or fails to observe any stipulation herein on his/her part contained or dies or becomes bankrupt or compounds his/her creditors.
c) If a plot remains uncultivated for a three-month period, following issue of a Non-Cultivation Notice, the Council has the right to offer the site to another person on their waiting list who requires an allotment for the purpose intended. In this case the Council will require the tenant to vacate the site within 7 days of notice and remove personal items.
d) A tenancy may also be terminated if two Non-Cultivation Notices are served in two consecutive years within the tenancy period.
4) Appeals 
a) The tenant may appeal against any decision by writing to the Allotment Officer stating the reasons for the appeal and within 7 days of the date of the Notice.
b) Once received the appeal will be put before the Local Environment and Climate Committee for consideration.
c) The Committee will review the appeal and give a decision once considered.
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