Hebden Royd Town Council Hens, Rabbits and Bees Policy 2026

1. The keeping of Hens, Rabbits and Bees on HRTC allotment sites is not permitted.
2. Whilst the Allotments Act 1950 states that the keeping of hens and rabbits on allotments is a statutory right, this is to be taken into consideration of the local council’s rules. Whilst not expressly forbidden in the Tenancy Agreement, this policy outlines that the Council does not believe that the welfare of said animals nor the potential nuisance caused by the keeping of hens and rabbits (such as an increase of vermin) warrants their inclusion on HRTC allotment sites.
3. The keeping of bees is not permitted as the nature of the allotment sites cannot secure any bees and their hives from acts of vandalism and/or theft. The potential health and safety implications of bees on site precludes them from being sited on HRTC managed allotments given the possibility of allergic reactions from stings to Tenants, their guests and the public.
4. This document is informed by the National Allotment Society’s document ‘The keeping of Hens and Rabbits on Statutory Allotments’.
5. Legislation regarding the keeping of Hens and Rabbits on allotments can be found in the Allotments Act 1950.
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