Hebden Royd Town Council Allotment Health and Safety Policy 2026

Health and Safety is the responsibility of everyone. Below is a list of guidance to inform Health and Safety on allotment sites but is not exhaustive and relies upon the good judgement of those using the sites.
1. Be aware of the Risks on site. Both Banksfield Allotment sites, Mytholmroyd and High Hirst Allotment, Hebden Bridge, have Site Specific Risk Assessments. These documents identify hazards on site; the risks associated with them and measures in place to mitigate harm. If any new hazards are identified The Council should be informed.
2. Tenants and their guests should take care and wear appropriate, footwear, clothing and personal protective equipment, such as robust gardening gloves when working on site.
3. Children MUST always be supervised by a responsible adult. Children should only stay on their supervising Tenants plot and be instructed not to go onto other Tenants plots and/or communal areas unsupervised or uninvited.
4. Tenants are advised to wash their hands after gardening, before eating or drinking.
5. HRTC Allotment sites are No Smoking sites, all Tenants and their guests are to smoke outside of the boundary of the allotment sites and dispose of their litter appropriately.
6. Health and Safety is informed by the Health and Safety Act 1974 and subsequent legislation. 
7. Insurance, all volunteers on HRTC sites under the supervision of a qualified member of staff are indemnified by the Council’s Public Liability Insurance.
8. HRTC is a member of the National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners.
9. All Tenants are instructed to check they are indemnified whilst a Tenant of a HRTC administered site.
10. Accident and incident reporting: all accidents and incidents on site are to be reported to The Council as soon as possible. This can be done by emailing info@hebdenroydtowncouncil.gov.uk or by contacting the office on 01422 842 181. The relevant form and information will be given by a member of the team.
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