
Hebden Royd Town Council Cultivation Standards Policy 2026

1. The Tenant shall cultivate the land only or mainly to produce vegetables, flowers and fruit crops for consumption or use by the tenant or his/her family and not to cultivate bushes or trees other than those bearing soft fruit. This includes but is not limited to; bamboo, willow and inedible fruit bearing trees/shrubs e.g. pyracantha. 

2. The planting of soft fruiting trees, is by permission of The Council, please see Tree Planting Application Guidance and Form.

3. Grass areas are permitted but may only form pathways, small seating, or fruited areas. Grass to be maintained to a height less than 10cm throughout the growing season.

4. An area no greater than 25% of the allotment plot may be used for leisure gardening purposes such as growing flowers, creating, and maintaining a bio-diversity habitat.

5. A small seating area may also be incorporated into this area for use by the Tenant.

6. The Tenant shall keep the land free from weeds, well-manured and otherwise maintained in a proper state of cultivation and fertility and in good condition and any pathway included therein or abutting thereon shall be kept reasonably free from weeds and rubbish (not including compost material stacked in an orderly fashion as a compost heap or heaps) to the satisfaction of The Council.

7. Allotments will be inspected twice annually by an officer of The Council. See Inspections, Appeals, Warning Procedures and Termination Policy for more information.

8. Where plots are deemed un-worked, a Non-Cultivation Notice will be issued. For the Allotment Tenancy Agreement, cultivation is defined as the plot being dug over ready for planting with seasonal crop production evident. 

9. A weed suppressant membrane or strimming is not considered a substitute for cultivation. A new tenant shall be expected to progressively clear one third of the plot within 3 months, with the entire plot being cultivated within one year from the commencement of the tenancy. Failure to comply will result in termination of the tenancy.

10. No timber or other trees upon the allotment shall be cut or pruned and no minerals, gravel, sand, earth, or clay shall be taken or carried away without the consent of The Council.

11. The Tenant shall as regard the allotment gardens, observe and perform all covenants and conditions contained in the Lease (if any) under which The Council holds the land.

12. The use of artificial fertilizers and pesticides should be kept to a minimum

13. The Tenant shall not utilise carpets, underlay or tyres on site.

14. The Tenant will maintain the plot number provided by the Council in good order and ensure it is always visible.

15. No washing lines, rotary or carousels to be used on site.
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