High Hirst Woodmeadow RISK ASSESSMENT
	
	
	
	

	
	Date
	08.06.2026
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Assessed By
	Gareth Muir
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Location
	High Hirst Woodmeadow, Sandy Gate, Hebden Bridge, HX7 8JA
Grid ref. SD 99752 27572, 
What3Words: charge.flows.lightbulb
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Assessment Subject
	Site Specific Risk Assessment
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Review Date
	June 2027
	

	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	

	
	Preliminary Assessment
	YES
	NO
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Can the activity be avoided?
	☐	☒	

	
	
	
	

	
	Can the activity be substituted?
	☐	☒	

	
	
	
	

	
	Can the people exposed be reduced?
	☐	☒	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Can the exposure time be reduced?
	☐	☒	

	
	
	
	

	
	Can the risk be reduced at source?
	☒	☐	

	
	
	
	



	Severity 
	Quantitative Rating
	Likelihood
	Quantitative Rating

	5
	Death/Permanent Disability
	5
	Will almost certainly happen

	4
	Serious injury/Long term illness
	4
	Highly likely to happen

	3
	Temporary disability/Over 3 days off work
	3
	Possibly

	2
	Will need medical attention
	2
	Might/less likely to happen

	1
	Minor injury
	1
	Unlikely to happen



	Quantitative Risk Rating

	16-25
	Unacceptable Risk Level – take immediate action

	10-15
	High Risk Level – take action as soon as possible

	6-9
	Medium Risk Level – do something as soon as is reasonable

	1-5
	Low Risk Level – keep under review



	COMMENTS / ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	· Each site user is responsible for their actions and use of the meadow. 
· Each site user is responsible for their health and safety and the health and safety of others
· See end of document for links to resources such as Health and Safety Executive (HSE) Guidance.
· Abbreviations: ‘HRTC’ – Hebden Royd Town Council, 

	· N.B: The focus of undertaking risk assessments is to identify areas where there is a significant risk, with the requirement to identify and implement controls which will reduce the level of risk to the lowest acceptable level.

	· As Assessors we have considered the current and additional controls and consider this activity to have been reduced to a level that is acceptable or as low as is reasonably practicable.



	Significant Hazards
	Existing Control Measures
	People Affected (staff/public/both)
	Severity
1-5
A
	Likelihood
1-5
B
	Risk Rating
(AxB)
	Remedial Action Recommended
	Completion Date

	Pond(s) – injury/drowning
	· Ponds are clearly visible above ground level, with additional signage.
· Site users are made aware of ponds through site briefings.
	Both
	2
	2
	4
	Ponds to be monitored by HRTC Staff/Volunteers and appropriate actions to be taken.
	On going.




	Steps – slips/trips/falls
	· Steps have been installed by CROWS Community Rights of Way Service to safe specifications.
· Steps are in a state of good repair.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Site to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Thorny material – e.g. blackthorn/(haw) quick-thorn, bramble, rose
	· Thorny hedgerow plantings are within two post and wire fences.
· Overhanging vegetation is managed to prevent trip hazards.
· Unfenced thorny plants are within the Wood copse and are clearly visible above ground level.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Barbed wire
	· The use of barbed wire is limited to those areas of the site, which are secure for livestock.
· Sharp barbs on strainer posts and adjacent to gates have their points filed down.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/FOHHWM
	On going.

	Post and wire fencing
	· Posts are in a state of good repair.
· Wire fencing is pulled taut with no broken fencing producing an unseen trip hazard or protruding sharp edges.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Gates
	· Gates are in a state of good repair. 
· Gates that are kept secured via bicycle chain are pulled to, to prevent the trapping of limbs.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Uneven/Steep Ground – slips/trips/falls
	· Unseen roots, stone, dips etc are kept to a minimum through site management.
· The permissive footpath is clearly visible to foot traffic.
· Site users are advised to stick to the pathway to reduce the risk of slips, trips and falls.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Site to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Ticks – Lymes Disease
	· Site users are advised to tuck their trousers into their socks and not to wear shorts on site.
· Site users are advised to check for ticks.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Site to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Manual Handing
	· When undertaking practical conservation site management tasks all site users are brief about site hazards.
· A task specific risk assessment and method statement is in place when works involving manual handling are carried out.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Site to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Livestock/Deer – attack/injury
	· Livestock on site is monitored by Friends of High Hirst Woodmeadow thorough ‘Sheep Watch’.
· Livestock is not to be approached when grazing on site.
· Deer and other wildlife are not to be disturbed when on site.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Site to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Trees – eye injury, trip hazard
	· Where possible trees/shrubs are made safe to prevent eye injury.
· When tree works are undertaken on site participants will follow activity specific risk assessment, method statement and wear appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Dogs – bites, attack, injury
	· Notices on site asking dog owners to keep their animals on a short lead.
· Any aggressive dogs are not to be approached.
· Any incidents are to be reported to Calderdale MBC Dog Warden and in the case of a crime reported to the Police via 999 in an emergency or 101.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Members of the public
	· Any aggressive members of the public on site are not to be approached.
· Disengage from any aggressive individuals and leave the site.
· If necessary, Call the Police on 999 in an emergency.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Site furniture – interpretation board and bench
	· All site furniture is to be maintained in a state of good repair.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Site to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Drystone walling – loose stone/unseen trip hazard

	· Drystone walls where possible will be made safe and secure.
· Unused materials will be kept in neat piles, which are visible above ground level.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Site to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Ash - dieback
	· Ash trees on and around the site have evidence of ash dieback, site users to be aware of potential falling branches.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Site to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going.

	Contractors working on site.
	· All contractors to follow their Risk Assessment, Method Statement, Health and Safety Executive guidance for the task at hand and to have the appropriate Insurance in place.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff.
	On going.

	Weather – snow, ice
	· All site users to be aware that inclement and adverse weather conditions will affect ground conditions
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff.
	On going

	Water trough – drowning, eye injury
	· Water troughs may result in drowning, all troughs to be monitored and emptied as appropriate
· When frozen the water in the troughs will need to be accessible to livestock, when breaking the ice with a hammer appropriate PPE will be worn appropriate to the tool, e.g. hammer: goggles, hardened toe capped boots
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC Staff/Volunteers
	On going

	Electric fencing – electrocution, chemical burn, chemical fire
	· A stockproof electric fence may result in an electric shock if touched
· Only a low voltage battery will be used on the fence
· Periodic checks on the fence to ensure it is in a safe condition
· Follow manufacturers guidelines for the fencing and battery installation.
· Battery to be sited away from public right of way
· Battery to have visual check for damage/chemical leaks etc.
· Fencing to only be handled when the battery has been disconnected
· Only HRTC and National Trust staff to handle the fence when a live current is active.
	Both
	2
	1
	2
	Hazard to be monitored and remedial action to be taken by HRTC and National Trust. Staff.
	Ongoing



Additional information

Manual handling at work - HSE
Lyme disease - NHS



	Signature of Assessor
	Gareth Muir – Local Environment Officer 17.06.2026


	Signature of Line Manager
	




