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About Hebden Royd 

 
 

Hebden Royd Town Council is an elected authority which works closely with 
the area’s principal authority, Calderdale MBC to support the residents of the 
area by funding local projects and organisations. It provides services such as 
allotments and owns and runs the Hebden Bridge Picture House. It acts as a 
catalyst for discussion working with other organisations to lobby and 
campaign for local improvements. The Council area has a population of 9,728 
and includes the settlements of Cragg Vale, Hebden Bridge and Mytholmroyd. 
The full council meets every three weeks and there are six committees. 
 
 
Hebden Royd Town Council’s strategic aims are to: 
 
• Protect, enhance and improve the local environment 
• Promote Cragg Vale, Hebden Bridge and Mytholmroyd  
• Support and develop our young people 
• Improve the resilience of the area and strengthen our community 
• Improve our own efficiency and effectiveness, leading to good 

governance. 
 
 
This annual report gives a summary of the work of the Town Council over the 
last year more can information including agendas, minutes and press 
information can be found at www.hebdenroydtowncouncil.gov.uk.  
 

 

 

 



The Mayors Year 
 
This was Cllrs Stow’s second consecutive year as the Mayor of Hebden Royd, this being the 
first time a Hebden Royd Mayor has served a second consecutive year in office. 
 
Cllr Stow has since May 2019 attended 186 events; these have been both joyous events as well 
as sombre. Speeches have been made, delegations met, plaques unveiled and meetings 
chaired. The Mayor has met people young and old, from far and wide and from the local area. 
Despite fundraising events being interrupted by Covid – 19 restrictions the Mayor was still 
able to raise £1561.51 for their nominated charity, Calderdale Rights of Way Service 
(CROWS). 
 
The Mayor at their appointment had made it clear that they did not want to be known as a 
‘flood mayor’ however in February 2020 flooding resulting from Storm Clara meant that once 
again the Town saw people’s lives and livelihoods being turned upside down. Add to this the 
dubious position of being a ‘covid mayor’  has meant the Mayor held the post as Mayor for an 
additional month and learned new ‘remote’ skills. 
 

  Cllr Richard Needham, on behalf of the Town Council pays tribute to and thanked the 
retiring Mayor, Cllr Dr Carol Stow. 

“All Mayors have an impact on a town. Few though could be deeper or more valued than the 
legacy of Cllr. Dr Carol Stow's time as Mayor from 2018 to 2020. The number of engagements 
is astonishing and probably record breaking – 213 over the two years – that is on top of the 
committees she has chaired and the outside bodies she has supported over the period. 
 
Far more important than the numbers has been the choices she has made and the impact she 
has had as a person. When she reported back to Council we often sat in awe at the thought 
and care she put in to undertaking duties and the innovation she brought to the role. From 
raising the understanding of young people in the processes of democracy, supporting the 
climate strikers on their Friday morning strikes, to most recently, being a signatory of the 
Appeal from Civic Leaders across the world in support of the International Women's Day for 
Peace and Disarmament - the only Mayor in England to do so.  
 
Under her Mayorship Hebden Royd was no parochial Town Council. Tackling local issues 
was always important, but she as Mayor she realised that universal issues had a local impact 
too. Her support for the transgender community was highly valued, promoting their rights 
and of course welcoming them to the town. 
 
Cllr. Dr Stow is also a very active advocate for the Disability Access Forum. In addition, she 
ensured that the Town Council adopted a policy relating to misogyny, recognising that 
women and girls wherever they are suffer from subtle and not so subtle discrimination. 
Driven by her vision and commitment Cllr. Dr Carol Stow has set an example of how the 
communities of Hebden Royd can be more humane, more inclusive. That's a legacy that we 
know we should honour and build on.” 

 

 
 



Financial Information 
 

The Precept, the amount collected by Calderdale MBC on behalf of Hebden Royd 
Town Council, was £272,540 plus grants of £32,633. This works out at £84.37 
per year for a Band D household or £1.62 per week. The majority of dwellings in  
Hebden Royd are Band A properties which are charged £56.25 per year or £1.08 
per week.  
The account statement for 2019/20 is subject to external audit and may be 
modified. 
 

 
 
 

Town Councillors 
 

The Town Council comprises eighteen elected members. Elections take place 
every four years when all eighteen of the Town Council seats will be available 
for contest. The next elections will be in May 2023.  
The eighteen members below were members of the Town Council on 31 May 
2019.  
 
The schedule of meetings was displayed on Town Council notice boards and on 
the website. 
  



Members of the Council 
 

Town Mayor – Cllr Carol Stow 
Deputy Mayor - Cllr Sue Fenton 

 
Members of the Council 

Cllr Christine Bampton 
Smith 

Cllr Karl Boggis Cllr June Cammack 

Cllr Sarah Courtney Cllr Sue Fenton  Cllr Pat Fraser 
Cllr Rob Freeth Cllr Patsi Guilfoyle Cllr  Nikki Harvey 

Cllr Tony Hodgins 
Cllr Scott Patient 

Cllr Jane Hoyle 
Cllr Austin Warne 

Cllr Richard Needham 
Cllr Geoff Wood 

 Cllr Dave Young  
 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 

Hebden Royd Town Council 
Hebden Bridge Town Hall 

St George’s Street 
Hebden Bridge 

HX7 7BY 
(01422) 842181 

info@hebdenroydtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 

Jason Boom (Clerk of the Council) 
Email: jason.boom@hebdenroydtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
 

Website: www.hebdenroydtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

 

 


